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THANKSGIVING THEN AND NOW 
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	 It all started in November 1621 when the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag Indians came together in Plymouth for 
a celebration of fall after the harvest was in, also known as the first Thanksgiving. You may wonder what had been 
served at the first Thanksgiving compared to what we eat on the holiday now. A lot of the food served at Thanksgiving 
now had not been served on the first Thanksgiving. As a matter of fact, it was not served until 400 years after that first 
holiday.

	 The first Thanksgiving the people served many things, some the same as now, some similar and some 
completely different. Some of the same foods that were served back then and  are still served now are turkey and 
beans. Wild turkey or goose was probably stuffed with herbs, onions and nuts instead of stuffing. Some foods were 
similar to each other for example: now we eat corn on the cob, back on the first Thanksgiving they served corn but 
instead of on the cob it was cut off the cob and turned into mush, possibly flavored with molasses. Another example 
would be cranberries. Cranberries at the first Thanksgiving were not made as tarts or sauces as they are now. Pumpkin 
pie is another food  that they did not make the same as us, instead of a pie it was a hollowed out pumpkin filled with 
milk, honey and spices to create a custard. They then roasted it whole in hot ashes. 

	 On the first Thanksgiving they also served a lot of different foods than we do now. Back then they ate a lot of 
seafood on Thanksgiving. Some seafood they ate was lobster, bass, clams and oysters.  Another different thing they 
served was cottage cheese. One last thing that they served was roasted deer. As you can tell, the first Thanksgiving 
was much different than it is now.


Thanksgiving Traditions
The holidays are coming and many people look forward to celebrating and 
 eating the delicious food and sharing the memories with their family.  From the PVIS 
classrooms Mrs. Heim said that she likes to go shopping on Thanksgiving night.  “I enjoy getting 
ahead start on my Christmas shopping.  This tradition really puts me in the holiday spirit!”  Mrs. 
Snyder said that she likes getting up really early in the morning and to make pumpkin, coconut 
custard and cherry pies for dinner.  She said “The smell of baking pies early in the morning is 
heavenly!”           

                                                                                            By Deandra McGinnis 
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On Monday, October 26,  the wind ensemble from Millersville University 
played with the band members of PVIS and played for the middle school and 
high school bands. Dr. Wiley, the band director for the ensemble, was asked 
some questions about his job by Jacklyn Werner. The first question was “What 
is a difficult part with conducting on the podium?”  Dr. Wiley responded with, 
“Perhaps the most challenging aspect of conducting is being able to adjust or 
modify the gestures/motions in response to what the players are doing (or not 
doing!), despite previous efforts in rehearsals.  There are almost always things 
that happen in a performance or even from one rehearsal to the next that 
require the conductor to change how or whom he/she is conducting at any 
given moment.” When asked “What is the best part?” Dr. Wiley then shared 
how he liked the opportunity to work with the PVIS band and his own band. He 
liked that it was an experience for both the PVIS band and the MU Wind 
Ensemble. Werner later asked him how he selects the music for his ensemble. 
Dr. Wiley replied  that any conductor must like the piece, then be familiar with 
the elements of that piece and the certain techniques that the players need to 
know. The PVIS band also liked the experience of playing with other players. 
This helped Band students learn more about one of the pieces “African 
Dreams”. 

This year’s PVIS musical, The Lion King Jr." will be performed on April
8, 2016 at 7:00 and April 9, 2016 at 2:00 and 7:00. Mrs. Trescavage, who
is directing the show, said that she picked the musical because it's the
first year it's released and that she knows they can do it with the talent
level at PVIS. Auditions have been held and all the parts have been
assigned.  Rafiki will be played by Maggie Johnson and Simba will be
played by Kolby Bills with Nala being played by Faith Strenck and Young
Nala will be performed by Clarissa Cacciola. Draven Andresen will be in
the role of Scar while Mufasa will be played by Nate Miller.  Zazu is
Emily Bologa while Taylor Lapp will be performing in the role of Timon.
Pumbaa will be Pat Pratt. Trevor Huber will play Ed. Banzai will be
played by Jordan Melson with Shenzi being played by Christie Groff.  Abby
Stoltzfus will play Sarafina with Megan Arment will perform Sarabi. Those
are the main characters of the play. There will be forteen Hyenas, twelve
for the ensemble, and eleven lionesses. The tickets for the play are $5.00
for students or other children and $7.00 for the adults. The practices for
the play is 2 to 3 days a week for all of December.      

By Kaela Thompson

Millersville Wind Ensemble Visits Pequea 

The Lion King comes to PVIS
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By Jacklyn Werner



         The PVIS is having a science fair this year. Students who are doing the science fair are 
either working in pairs or by themselves. The curriculum fair is at the High School from 
6:30-8:00 pm on February 18, 2016. Students who are participating should get to the High 
School at around 6:00 to set up their experiments. Students can work in partners if they only 
want to go to the curriculum fair. If they want to go to the county science fair, they have to work 
by themselves. The county science fair will be held at the North Museum on March 15 and 16. 
PVIS life science teacher, Mrs. Bucolo, will pick students to go to the county science fair. She 
picks the students who have proven to put effort into their project plans and are responsible 
enough to follow through with their experiments. The students must also be picked by the North 
Museum committee in order to compete in the county science fair. Any type of experiment can 
be entered as long as it has a testable question, materials, a hypothesis, an independent 
variable, a dependent variable, constants, a procedure, and a data table. Plans for your 
experiments need to be approved by Mrs.Bucolo before they are started. Mrs. Bucolo will help 
students with their science fair plans and experiments. She can be contacted at (717) 768-5535 
or by email stacey_bucolo@pequeavalley.org if students have any questions or need anything. 
Mrs. Bucolo will be meeting with students at Wisdom Wednesday time or at flex monthly to 
check on progress. This is the second year that Mrs.Bucolo has been doing the curriculum fair 
at the high school for the middle school. This is the first year that she is doing the county 
science fair for the middle school. 

            By Sarah Keenan 

Science Fair   

Brave 

Sounds 

By: Nolan Kauffman

What is Brave Sounds? Brave Sounds is a vocal performing group for PVIS.  
Auditions to be part Braves Sounds were held in late September and 
approximately thirty students auditioned.  After the auditions Mrs. Trescavage 
had the difficult job of deciding who would be included in this group.  Twenty 
students were selected to be members of this group.   Some advice for  anyone 
interested in joining brave sounds next year is to stay calm. Auditions are not as 
scary as they sound and staying calm keeps you from making mistakes. What 
does Braves Sounds do? Brave Sounds practices every Wisdom Wednesday 
and some after school rehearsals.  They learn and practice singing very difficult 
music pieces. That means they need to be dedicated to every practice and work 
together to sound good. This year brave sounds will be singing with the high 
school chamber singers this spring.  Another thing about Brave Sounds is this 
year Brave Sounds will be performing 
Christmas music at  Kitchen Kettle Village 
December 4 from seven to eight thirty.  
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Teacher Spotlight:  Mrs. Herring 

Mrs. Herring came to PVIS from the high school, where she taught reading and writing.  She teaches 
writing in the middle school now. Mrs. Herring said that the middle school is different than the high 
school but also the same in many ways. Mrs.Herring said she would love to teach reading again if she 
could but she would also want to continue to teach writing. Here is a very interesting fact about 
Mrs.Herring she is a Identical Twin sister  Mrs. Herring is from a little town in Berks County called Oley, 
where she graduated from Oley Valley High School.  She attended two different colleges to become a 
teacher.  Millersville for her first degree and West Chester where she got her master's degree. In her 
free times Mrs. Herring loves to read, walk her two rescued dogs, Lily and Minnie. She also likes to 
play scrabble. Also she really like to bike with her husband and teachers.    
             By Alazea Johnson

We all know that kiddy-crafts are going to sound lame to "big middle schoolers'', but 
this activity is here to please everyone. All you need is some orange paper, some green 
paper, a sharpie, and some glue or tape. Cut some small strips of orange paper ( about 
6 strips, no exact size ) and write some things that you are thankful for on each strip 
with a sharpie. Take these strips and tape them together in a circle, connected at the 
top and bottom. Then cut some green paper in any stem-like shape, or just a rounded 
oval strip and tape it to the very top as the stem of your thanking pumpkin. Another 
addition for the stem is to write a thankful note - as in the picture - on it as well. Credit 
of this craft goes to:The Stir by CafeMom<http://thestir.cafemom.com/>[https://
lh5.googleusercontent.com/8DI-e1tC2zuztK_SnJVrjrhZrVSnPEHpF3pgRds0BpC5-
VWCb8XBNu9a08DZK3NE2MahMzMTvqGNW1gXzDP5JoTdU0SwBgNbh1M8YKXjjTfT63nJKKfJ3mmZsvB_VcAH
mGFfWlln]

STEM is based on science and math skills. It stands for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math.  Some upcoming projects in STEM 
class are the 3D printing projects. Mr. Smoker made various things like a 
dragon and a spider as examples and students will be making more novelty 
pieces. Also, in the future, students will be making a woodworking project;  
they will be making a cutting board. "The woodworking projects are our 
favorite. They always look forward to printing the 3D printing projects, but 
not planning it." Says Mr.Smoker. In the after school club students can 
participate in different challenges, posters, dragster cars, insite videos, and 
speaking presentations in front of unknown judges. There will be more 
information to come for the 7th graders for the after school club. The club 
has not started up yet, but students can still participate/ sign up for the club. 

As Mr.Smoker says, "Come to STEM with an open mind and try to solve 
the challenges." 
                                                                         By Kaela Thomspon
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Thanksgiving Craft
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November

Dates to Remember 
-PVIS will be hosting a Parent/Grandparent Visitation Lunch on 
Wednesday, December 9.  The adult lunch price is $3.65.  Parents 
and grandparents should RSVP with the form that was sent home by 
Friday, December 4. 

-Friday, November 27 and Monday, November 30 - No school. 

-Wednesday, December 9 - Parent Visitation Day 

-December 24 - January 1 - Holiday Vacation - Return to school on 
January 4, 2016.


